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European Union

The European Union (EU) is a political and economic union of 27 member states that are located primarily in Europe.[12]
Its members have a combined area of 4,233,255.3 km? (1,634,469.0 sq mi) and an estimated total population of about 447
million. The EU has developed an internal single market through a standardised system of laws that apply in all member
states in those matters, and only those matters, where members have agreed to act as one. EU policies aim to ensure the
free movement of pecple, goods, services and capital within the internal market,13] enact legislation in justice and home

113! fisheries and regional development.!18] For travel within

affairs and maintain commen policies on trade, 114 agriculture,
the Schengen Area, passport controls have been abolished.[lZ] A monetary union was established in 1999, coming into full

force in 2002, and is composed of 19 EU member states which use the euro currency.

The EU and European citizenship were established when the Maastricht Treaty came into force in 1993118 The EU traces its
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Constitutionally, the EU bears some resemblance to both

a confederation and a federation, 133111341 byt has not formally defined
itself as either. (It does not have a formal constitution: its status is defined
by the Treaty of European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning_of the tumpan
European Union). It is more integrated than a traditional confederation of Parfiament
states because the general level of government widely employs qualified
majority voting in some decision-making among the member states,
rather than relying exclusively on unanimity.[133] [138] |t is less integrated parfaments and gor emmerts

than a federal state because it is not a state in its own right: sovereignty of the member states

continues to flow ‘from the bottom up’, from the several peoples of the citizens of the member states
separate member states, rather than from a single undifferentiated whole.
This is reflected in the fact that the member states remain the ‘'masters of
the Treaties’, retaining control over the allocation of competences to the Union through constitutional change (thus retaining so-
called Kompetenz-kompetenz); in that they retain control of the use of armed force; they retain control of taxation; and in that they
retain a right of unilateral withdrawal from the Union under Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union. In additicn, the principle
of subsidiarity requires that only those matters that need to be determined collectively are so determined.

i
The Berlaymant building in the European Quarter of Brussels, Belgium, houses the headquarters of the European Commission

The European Union has seven principal decision-making bodies, its institutions: the European Parliament, the European Council,
the Council of the European Union, the European Commission, the Court of Justice of the European Union, the European Central

Bank and the European Court of Auditors. Competence in scrutinising and amending legislation is shared between the Council of
the European Union and the European Parliament, while executive tasks are performed by the European
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